
Top Places to visit in Manali, Introducing complete travel guide for Manali

Description

Manali is a gem in the crown of Himachal Pradesh, and Getaway Experiences sharing the Top Places
to visit in Manali. It is a haven for nature lovers, adventurers, and anybody else looking to escape the
hustle and bustle of the metropolis. This charming hill resort, which is 2,050 meters above sea level,
offers the perfect mix of beautiful landscapes, cultural richness, and thrilling activities. Manali is open to
all kinds of tourists, whether they want an adventurous vacation or a peaceful retreat. This
comprehensive travel guide to Manali covers the best time to visit, things to do, and important travel
tips.

Top Places to Visit in Manali

1. Solang Valley

One of the most popular tourist spots near Manali, Solang Valley is one of the top places to visit in
Manali, a paradise for adventure lovers. Located about 14 kilometers from Manali, this valley is best
known for activities like paragliding, zorbing, skiing, and snowboarding. In winter, it transforms into a
snowy playground; in summer, it becomes lush and green, perfect for camping and quad biking.

2. Rohtang Pass

About 51 kilometers from Manali, Rohtang Pass is a must-visit for those craving snow, especially in
summer when other areas remain snow-free. Standing at 3,978 meters, it connects Manali to Lahaul
and Spiti Valley and offers stunning views of glaciers, mountain peaks, and the Chandra River. Due to
heavy snowfall, it remains open only from May to October, so plan accordingly.

3. Hadimba Devi Temple

Built in 1553, the Hadimba Devi Temple is a unique shrine dedicated to Hidimba, the wife of Bhima
from the Mahabharata. Surrounded by a lush cedar forest known as Dhungri Van Vihar, this pagoda-
style temple is a blend of history, spirituality, and architecture. The annual Hadimba Devi Fair held in
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May draws both locals and tourists.

4. Manu Temple

Dedicated to the sage Manu, believed to be the creator of the world in Hindu mythology, the Manu
Temple is situated in Old Manali. The temple’s ancient architecture and spiritual aura, set against the
backdrop of the Beas River and snow-capped mountains, make it a significant cultural site.

5. Vashisht Hot Water Springs and Temple

Located around 3 km from Manali, the village of Vashisht is famous for its natural sulfur hot springs,
believed to have medicinal properties. Visitors can take a dip in the public bathhouses or explore the
nearby Vashisht Temple, dedicated to sage Vashisht, one of the seven sages in Hindu mythology.

6. Old Manali

If you’re looking to unwind in a laid-back atmosphere with bohemian vibes, Old Manali is your go-to
place. With quaint cafes, local shops, and guesthouses lining narrow lanes, this part of town is a
favorite among backpackers. Don’t miss a meal at Café 1947 or a stroll through the apple orchards.

7. Jogini Waterfalls

Just a short trek from Vashisht, the Jogini Waterfalls are perfect for nature lovers seeking solitude and
is one of the top places to visit in Manali The trek offers beautiful views of the Beas River and
surrounding hills. At the base of the falls, you’ll also find a small shrine, making this a peaceful and
spiritual spot.

8. Naggar Castle

Located about 20 kilometers from Manali, Naggar Castle is an ancient fortress built by Raja Sidh Singh
of Kullu around 1460 AD. Now a heritage hotel run by HPTDC, the castle offers splendid views of the
Kullu Valley and houses a museum and art gallery showcasing traditional Himachali art.

9. Beas River

The Beas River flows through the town of Manali and offers opportunities for trout fishing, river rafting,
and scenic picnics. A walk along the riverbanks during early morning or sunset is one of the simplest
yet most delightful experiences here.

10. Nehru Kund

Named after India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, who drank water from this natural spring
during his visits to Manali, Nehru Kund is a tranquil stop on the Manali–Leh highway. The clear, cold
water is believed to have medicinal benefits and is fed by the Bhrigu Lake.
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Best Time to Visit Manali

Summer (March to June): Ideal for sightseeing, adventure sports, and nature walks.
Temperature ranges between 10°C and 25°C.
Monsoon (July to September): Offers lush greenery, but landslides and roadblocks can occur.
Ideal for those seeking solitude and budget travel.
Winter (October to February): Perfect for snow lovers and winter sports. January is the coldest
month, with temperatures dipping to -5°C.

Things to Do in Manali

Adventure Sports: Try river rafting in the Beas, skiing at Solang Valley, and paragliding in
Gulaba.
Trekking: Popular treks include the Hampta Pass, Bhrigu Lake, and Beas Kund.
Shopping: The Mall Road is the main shopping hub, offering woolens, handicrafts, Tibetan
souvenirs, and local Himachali caps.
Café Hopping: Enjoy global cuisines and local delicacies in cozy cafes like The Lazy Dog,
Drifters’ Inn, and Johnson’s Café.
Cultural Tours: Visit local monasteries like Gadhan Thekchhokling Gompa and experience
Himachali folk dance and cuisine.

Where to Stay in Manali

Luxury: The Himalayan, ManuAllaya Resort, Span Resort & Fyra Hotel.
Mid-range: Johnson Lodge, Snow Valley Resorts.
Budget/Backpacker: Zostel, Hosteller, local guesthouses in Old Manali.
Homestays: Experience local hospitality with homestays in villages like Shanag and Naggar.

Travel Tips for Manali

1. Acclimatisation: If you’re heading toward higher altitudes like Rohtang or Spiti, spend a day
acclimatising in Manali to avoid altitude sickness.

2. Clothing: Pack layers, even in summer. Winters require heavy woollens.
3. Permits: Rohtang Pass access requires a permit (available online or through local operators).
4. Connectivity: While mobile networks are generally available, some remote areas might have

limited connectivity.
5. Respect Local Customs: Himachal is deeply spiritual; always be respectful in temples and

monasteries.

Conclusion
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Manali is not just a destination; it’s an experience. With its diverse attractions, from snow-laden peaks
and ancient temples to vibrant marketplaces and serene rivers, it offers something for every traveller.
Whether you’re planning a romantic honeymoon, a solo backpacking adventure, or a family vacation,
this Himalayan town promises memories that will last a lifetime.

Make sure to plan your itinerary well, pack appropriately for the season, and keep a flexible schedule,
because in Manali, surprises are part of the charm. Getaway Experiences, sharing the complete travel
guide aims to be your reliable companion in unlocking the magic that is Manali.
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