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Top 10 Things to Do on Your Manali to Keylong Road Trip: An Unforgettable
Himalayan Adventure

Description

The Manali to Keylong road trip is more than just a‘journey; ita??s an immersive experience into the
heart of the Himalayas. With the opening of the Atal Tunnel, the once arduous and seasonal route has
become accessible year-round, making Keylong a popular destination for adventurers and peace-
seekers alike. This incredible Manali to Keylong tour offers a diverse landscape, from lush green
valleys to barren, snow-capped peaks, dotted with ancient monasteries and serene lakes.

Whether youa??re a thrill-seeker planning a Manali to Keylong road trip on a bike or a family looking
for a tranquil escape, Keylong promises a memorable sojourn. The Manali to Keylong distance has
significantly shortened to around 70-115 km, with travel time varying between 2-5 hours depending on
the route and conditions. Before you embark on this breathtaking journey, leta??s explore the top
things you absolutely must do on your Manali to Keylong trip.

1. Conquer the Atal Tunnel: A Modern Marvel

Your journey truly begins with the spectacular Atal Tunnel. This engineering marvel has revolutionized
travel to Lahaul Valley, bypassing the notorious Rohtang Pass and significantly cutting down travel
time. Driving through this 9.02 km long tunnel is an experience in itself, offering a smooth and swift
transition from the Kullu Valley to the stark landscapes of Lahaul. 1ta??s a testament to human
ingenuity in the face of challenging terrain.

2. Witness the Serenity of Sissu Waterfall

Just after exiting the Atal Tunnel, make a stop at Sissu. The roaring Sissu Waterfall, fed by glacial
meltwater, is a magnificent sight. The sheer power and beauty of the cascade against the backdrop of
towering mountains are truly captivating. Ita??s a perfect spot for some refreshing moments and

stunning photographs. You can often see rainbows forming in the mist, adding to its ethereal charm.

3. Explore the Confluence at Tandi: Where Rivers Meet
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As you continue your Manali to Keylong road trip, youa??ll reach Tandi, a small village renowned for
the majestic confluence of the Chandra and Bhaga rivers. This meeting point marks the formation of the
Chenab River. The sight of two powerful rivers merging amidst the grand Himalayan landscape is both
serene and awe-inspiring. 1ta??s a significant geographical and spiritual spot, often considered sacred
by locals.

4. Immerse Yourself in History at Gondhla Fort

Just a short detour from the main highway lies Gondhla Fort, a historical gem that offers a glimpse into
the regiona??s rich past. This seven-story tower, built in the traditional Kath-Kuni architectural style with
stone and timber, dates back several centuries. While itd??s no longer inhabited, exploring its ancient
corridors and enjoying the panoramic views of the valley from its windows is a journey back in time.

5. Delve into Spirituality at Kardang Monastery

One of the most important places to visit in Keylong and the Lahaul Valley is the Kardang Monastery.
Perched on a ridge overlooking the,Bhaga River, this 12th-century Buddhist gompa offers a tranquil
escape. It houses a vast collection‘of Buddhist scriptures, thangkas (religious paintings), and ancient
musical instruments. The serene ambiance andithe panoramic views of the surrounding mountains
make it a truly spiritual experience.

6. Experience the Vibrancy of Shashur Monastery

Another prominent monastery near Keylong is Shashur Monastery, located on a hilltop just 3 km away.
This 17th-century gompa is famous for its annual Cham dance festival, usually held in June or July,
where monks in colorful masks perform ritualistic dances. Even outside of festival times, the
monasterya??s intricate wall paintings and statues offer a fascinating insight into Tibetan Buddhist art
and culture.

7. Discover the Cultural Riches at Lahaul & Spiti Tribal Museum

For those eager to understand the unique heritage of the Lahaul and Spiti region, a visit to the Lahaul &
Spiti Tribal Museum in Keylong town is a must. The museum showcases a diverse collection of
artifacts, traditional attire, ancient manuscripts, farming tools, and old photographs, providing a
comprehensive overview of the local tribal life and history. 1ta??s a great way to deepen your
appreciation for the local culture.

8. Marvel at the Beauty of Deepak Tal

On your way towards Baralacha La Pass from Keylong, youa??Il encounter Deepak Tal, a small yet
mesmerizing glacial lake. Its crystal-clear waters reflect the majestic mountains and the brilliant blue
sky, creating a picture-perfect setting. Itd??s an ideal spot for a short break, some quiet contemplation,
and, of course, capturing stunning landscape photographs.

9. Ascend to the Heights of Baralacha La Pass
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For the adventurous, a journey further from Keylong takes you to the formidable Baralacha La Pass.
Located at an altitude of approximately 4,890 meters (16,040 feet), this high mountain pass connects
Lahaul with Ladakh and Zanskar. The challenging yet rewarding drive offers unparalleled views of
snow-clad peaks, vast glaciers, and the source of the Bhaga River (Suraj Tal Lake is also nearby).
Remember to check road conditions before heading here.

10. Explore the Bustling Keylong Market

No trip is complete without experiencing the local life, and the Keylong Market is the perfect place for
that. This bustling market is the commercial hub of the Lahaul and Spiti district, offering a variety of
local handicrafts, woolen shawls, traditional Tibetan items, and everyday essentials. [t&??s an excellent
place to pick up souvenirs and interact with the friendly locals, getting a true feel for the towna??s
vibrant atmosphere.

Best Time to Visit Keylong

The best time to visit Keylong is-generally from May to October when the weather is pleasant, and
the roads are mostly clear. During these months, temperatures range from 10A°C to 25A°C, making it
ideal for sightseeing, trekking, and exploring the_region:While the Atal Tunnel has made Keylong
accessible year-round, winters (November to April) bring heavy. snowfall and extremely cold
temperatures (down to -18A°C), offering a different, more challenging, but equally enchanting
experience for snow lovers.

Manali to Keylong distance: Approximately 70-115 km (via Atal Tunnel). Manali to Keylong road trip
time: 2-5 hours, depending on conditions.

Your Himalayan Journey Awaits!

A Manali to Keylong tour is an odyssey through some of Indiad??s most stunning and rugged
landscapes. From engineering marvels to ancient monasteries and breathtaking natural wonders,
Keylong offers a unique blend of adventure, spirituality, and cultural immersion. Start planning your
Manali to Keylong road trip today and prepare for an unforgettable Himalayan adventure!

Ready to embark on your dream journey? Book your Manali to Keylong trip now and discover
the magic of the Lahaul Valley!
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