
How to Plan Delhi to Manali Tour: Your Ultimate Guide for an Unforgettable
Himalayan Escape

Description

Plan Delhi to Manali Tour can be an exhilarating experience, promising majestic mountains, serene
landscapes, and adventurous activities. Manali, a popular hill station in Himachal Pradesh, is a haven
for nature lovers, adventure enthusiasts, and those seeking a peaceful retreat from the bustling city life.
This comprehensive guide will walk you through every aspect of planning your Delhi to Manali tour,
ensuring a smooth, enjoyable, and memorable journey.

1. Best Time to Visit Manali (Plan Delhi to Manali Tour):

Choosing the right time to visit Manali is crucial for an optimal experience.

Summer (March to June): This is the most popular time to visit, with pleasant weather perfect for
sightseeing, outdoor activities like paragliding, river rafting, and trekking. The average
temperature ranges from 10Â°C to 25Â°C. The Beas River is ideal for rafting, and the Solang
Valley offers thrilling adventure sports.
Monsoon (July to September): While the landscapes are lush green and beautiful, heavy rainfall
can lead to landslides and road closures. Itâ??s generally advisable to avoid this period,
especially if you plan extensive travel. However, if you love the misty mountains and donâ??t
mind staying indoors, this can be a quiet time.
Autumn (October to November): Post-monsoon, the weather is crisp and clear, offering
stunning views of the Himalayas. This is a great time for photography and enjoying the natural
beauty without the summer crowds. Temperatures range from 5Â°C to 18Â°C.
Winter (December to February): If you dream of snow, winter is the time to go! Manali
transforms into a winter wonderland, perfect for snow sports like skiing and snowboarding.
Temperatures can drop below freezing, ranging from -5Â°C to 10Â°C. Be prepared for cold
weather and potential road closures due to heavy snowfall.

2. Transportation Options from Delhi to Manali:
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Several modes of transport connect Delhi to Manali, each offering a unique travel experience. The
approximate distance is around 550-570 km.

By Road (Bus/Car):
Overnight Bus: This is the most popular and economical option. Numerous private and
HRTC (Himachal Road Transport Corporation) buses operate daily from Delhi (Kashmere
Gate ISBT) to Manali. Options include Volvo, AC sleeper, and semi-sleeper buses. The
journey takes approximately 12-14 hours. Booking in advance, especially during peak
season, is highly recommended.
Private Car/Taxi: Hiring a private taxi offers flexibility and comfort, allowing you to stop at
scenic points along the way. The journey by car typically takes 10-12 hours, depending on
traffic and stops. This is a good option for families or groups.
Self-Drive: If you enjoy driving, this can be an adventurous option. Ensure your car is in
good condition and you are comfortable with mountain driving. The route often involves
winding roads.
Route: The most common route is Delhi â?? Panipat â?? Ambala â?? Chandigarh â??
Kiratpur â?? Bilaspur â?? Sundernagar â?? Mandi â?? Kullu â?? Manali.

By Air:
The nearest airport to Manali is Kullu-Manali Airport (Bhuntar Airport â?? KUU), located
about 50 km from Manali.
Flights operate from Delhi to Bhuntar. From Bhuntar, you can hire a taxi or take a local bus
to Manali. The flight duration is around 1.5 hours, followed by a 1.5-2 hour road journey.
This is the fastest but most expensive option.

By Train:
There is no direct train to Manali. The nearest railway stations are Chandigarh (around 310
km) or Kalka (around 285 km).
From Chandigarh or Kalka, you can take a bus or hire a taxi to Manali. The train journey
from Delhi to Chandigarh/Kalka is comfortable, but the onward journey to Manali is still by
road.

3. Accommodation (Plan Delhi to Manali Tour):

Manali offers a wide range of accommodation options to suit every budget and preference.

Luxury Resorts: For those seeking a lavish experience with premium amenities, spas, and
stunning views.
Boutique Hotels: Often charming and unique, providing personalized service and a cozy
ambiance.
Mid-Range Hotels: Comfortable and well-equipped, offering good value for money.
Budget Guesthouses/Homestays: Ideal for backpackers and travelers on a tight budget,
offering a local experience.
Hostels: Popular among solo travelers and young adventurers, providing dormitory-style
accommodation and a social atmosphere.
Key Areas: You can choose to stay in Old Manali for a bohemian vibe, near Mall Road for easy
access to markets and restaurants, or slightly outside for more tranquility and scenic views.

4. Must-Visit Attractions and Activities:
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Manali is brimming with places to explore and activities to indulge in.

Hadimba Devi Temple: An ancient pagoda-style temple surrounded by cedar forests, dedicated
to Hadimba Devi.
Old Manali: Known for its laid-back vibe, charming cafes, guesthouses, and scenic views.
Mall Road: The heart of Manali, perfect for shopping, dining, and evening strolls.
Solang Valley: A hub for adventure sports like paragliding, zorbing, skiing (in winter), and riding a
à¤°à¥?à¤ªà¤µà¥? to enjoy panoramic views.
Rohtang Pass (Closed in winter): A high mountain pass offering breathtaking views of glaciers,
peaks, and valleys. Requires a permit, which should be booked online in advance.
Beas River: Enjoy river rafting, picnicking, or simply relaxing by the riverside.
Vashisht Village: Famous for its hot water springs and ancient temples.
Manali Market: Shop for local handicrafts, woolen items, Kullu shawls, and souvenirs.
Museum of Himachal Culture & Folk Art: Learn about the rich cultural heritage of the region.
Manu Temple: Dedicated to Sage Manu, located in Old Manali, offering serene views.
Jogini Falls: A beautiful waterfall near Vashisht village, accessible via a short trek.

5. Food and Dining in Manali:

Manali offers a diverse culinary scene, from local Himachali delicacies to international cuisines.

Local Himachali Cuisine: Donâ??t miss out on dishes like Siddu (steamed bread with filling),
Thukpa (noodle soup), Thenthuk, Momos, and various Himachali curries.
Cafes in Old Manali: Numerous cafes offer a relaxed atmosphere, often with live music, serving
pizzas, pastas, sandwiches, and delicious desserts.
Mall Road Restaurants: Youâ??ll find a mix of Indian, Chinese, Continental, and Tibetan
restaurants.
Street Food: Enjoy local snacks and quick bites from street vendors.

6. Essential Tips for a Smooth Trip:

Book in Advance: Especially for transportation and accommodation during peak seasons, book
well in advance to avoid last-minute hassles and higher prices.
Pack Accordingly:

Summer: Light woolens or jackets for evenings, comfortable walking shoes.
Winter: Heavy woolens, thermal wear, gloves, caps, waterproof jackets, and snow boots.
Rainy Season: Rain gear (umbrella/raincoat) and waterproof footwear.

Altitude Sickness: While Manali is not extremely high, if you plan to visit Rohtang Pass or other
higher altitudes, be aware of the symptoms of altitude sickness and hydrate well.
Permit for Rohtang Pass: If visiting Rohtang Pass, ensure you book your permit online well in
advance, as there are daily limits.
Stay Hydrated: Drink plenty of water to stay hydrated, especially during travel and while
engaging in activities.
Local Transport: For local sightseeing, you can hire taxis, auto-rickshaws, or rent scooters/bikes.
Connectivity: Mobile network coverage is generally good in Manali town, but can be patchy in
remote areas.
Bargaining: When shopping in local markets, a little bargaining is often expected.

GETAWAY EXPERIENCE
+91 83839 62292 | info@getawaytrips.co.in

default watermark

Page 3
Footer Tagline



Respect Local Culture: Dress modestly when visiting temples and interact respectfully with
locals.
Travel Insurance: Consider travel insurance, especially if you plan adventure activities.

7. Sample Itinerary (4 Days/3 Nights):

This is a suggested itinerary that you can customize based on your interests.

Day 1: Delhi to Manali & Local Sightseeing:
Overnight bus journey from Delhi to Manali.
Check into your hotel upon arrival.
Relax and have lunch.
Visit Hadimba Devi Temple, Vashisht Village (hot springs), and explore Old Manali.
Evening stroll on Mall Road.
Dinner and overnight stay in Manali.

Day 2: Solang Valley & Adventure:
Breakfast.
Head to Solang Valley.
Enjoy adventure activities like paragliding, zorbing, or a ropeway ride (seasonal).
Optional: Visit the Solang Nala.
Return to Manali in the evening.
Dinner and overnight stay.

Day 3: Rohtang Pass (or alternative) & Kullu:
Breakfast.
Option A (Summer/Autumn): Excursion to Rohtang Pass (requires permit). Enjoy the
snowy landscapes and panoramic views.
Option B (Winter/If Rohtang is closed): Visit Nehru Kund, Kothi Village, and explore the
beautiful Sissu Valley via the Atal Tunnel (a marvel of engineering that significantly reduces
travel time to Lahaul Valley).
On your way back, stop at Kullu for river rafting (seasonal) or to visit the Kullu Shawl
Factory.
Return to Manali.
Dinner and overnight stay.

Day 4: Departure from Manali:
Breakfast.
Depending on your departure time, you can visit the Manu Temple, explore Manali Market
for last-minute souvenir shopping, or simply relax at a cafe.
Check out from your hotel.
Board an overnight bus back to Delhi or proceed to Bhuntar Airport for your flight.

Planning your Delhi to Manali tour requires attention to detail, but with this guide, youâ??re well-
equipped to create an unforgettable Himalayan adventure. From choosing your transport to exploring
hidden gems, Manali promises a refreshing escape. Enjoy your trip!
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