
How to Plan a Delhi to Kashmir Trip in Winter: Your Ultimate Guide

Description

A Delhi to Kashmir trip in winter is a journey into a magical wonderland, where snow-covered peaks,
frozen lakes, and a quiet, ethereal beauty replace the vibrant greenery of summer. While the thought of
a trip to the â??Paradise on Earthâ?• in its snowy avatar is incredibly appealing, it requires careful
planning to ensure a smooth and memorable experience. This guide breaks down everything you need
to know to plan the perfect winter escape from Delhi to Kashmir.

1. How to Get There: Choosing Your Mode of Transport

Your journey from Delhi to Kashmir has three main options, each with its own pros and cons, especially
during the winter months.

By Air (The Most Popular Choice): This is the quickest and most hassle-free way to reach
Kashmir in winter. Direct flights from Delhi (DEL) to Srinagar (SXR) take approximately 1.5 to 2
hours. This is the best option to avoid potential road closures due to heavy snowfall. However, be
aware that flights to Srinagar can sometimes be delayed or canceled in peak winter due to fog or
snow.

Tip: Book your flights well in advance. Keep an eye on the weather forecast and check flight
statuses before you leave.

By Train (Delhi to Jammu): You can take a train from Delhi to Jammu Tawi (JAT), which is the
nearest major railway station. The journey takes 10-12 hours. From Jammu, you will need to hire
a taxi or take a bus to Srinagar, which is another 8-9 hour drive.

Tip: This is a more time-consuming option, and the road journey from Jammu to Srinagar
can be challenging in winter due to snow, especially around the Jawahar Tunnel.

By Road (For the Adventurous): A road trip from Delhi to Srinagar (about 812 km) is for the truly
adventurous, but itâ??s not recommended in the heart of winter (January and February) unless
you are an experienced driver with a vehicle equipped for snow. The journey can take 18-20
hours or more, and parts of the NH44 highway can be closed due to snowfall.

Tip: If you do plan a road trip, stay updated on road conditions and consider hiring a local
driver who is familiar with the terrain.
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2. Crafting Your Perfect Itinerary (5 to 7 Days)

A well-planned itinerary is crucial to make the most of your winter trip. A 5- to 7-day trip is ideal for
covering the main highlights.

Day 1: Arrival in Srinagar & Dal Lake: Arrive at Srinagar airport. Check into your hotel or a
traditional houseboat on Dal Lake. Enjoy the breathtaking sight of the lake, which might be
partially or fully frozen. In the evening, take a serene Shikara ride, a truly iconic Kashmiri
experience.
Day 2: Srinagar Sightseeing: Explore the Mughal Gardens (Nishat Bagh, Shalimar Bagh),
which, though not in bloom, offer a surreal, snow-covered landscape. Visit the Shankaracharya
Temple for a panoramic view of the city. Stroll through the local markets and try some traditional
Kashmiri cuisine.
Day 3: Day Trip to Gulmarg: Drive to Gulmarg, the â??Meadow of Flowers,â?• which transforms
into a skiing and snowboarding paradise in winter. The journey takes about 2-3 hours.
Day 4: Gulmarg Adventure & Return to Srinagar: Take the famous Gondola ride, one of the
highest cable cars in the world. The ride has two phases: Phase 1 to Kongdori Station and Phase
2 to Apharwat Peak. Enjoy skiing, snowboarding, or simply playing in the snow. Return to
Srinagar in the evening.
Day 5: Excursion to Pahalgam: Drive to Pahalgam, a scenic town known as the â??Valley of
Shepherds.â?• The drive (about 2-3 hours) is beautiful, with views of saffron fields and quaint
villages. In winter, Pahalgam is quieter but no less stunning.
Day 6: Pahalgam Exploration & Back to Srinagar: Explore the snow-covered landscapes of
Aru Valley, Betaab Valley, and Chandanwari. Pony rides are a popular way to get around. Note
that some routes might be closed depending on the snowfall. Return to Srinagar for your final
night.
Day 7: Departure from Srinagar: Enjoy one last cup of Kashmiri Kahwa before heading to the
airport for your flight back to Delhi, with a camera full of memories.

3. Packing Essentials: Staying Warm and Safe

Winter in Kashmir is characterized by freezing temperatures, often dropping below zero. Packing the
right clothes is essential.

Layers are Key: Dress in multiple layers. Start with thermal innerwear, add a fleece or woolen
sweater, and finish with a heavy, waterproof, and windproof jacket.
Footwear: Sturdy, waterproof boots with a good grip are a non-negotiable item.
Accessories: Donâ??t forget a warm woolen cap or beanie, waterproof gloves, and a scarf or
neck gaiter to protect against the biting cold.
Other Items:

A power bank, as power outages can occur.
Basic medicines for cold, flu, and altitude sickness.
Sunscreen and lip balm, as the sunâ??s reflection off the snow can be strong.
A small backpack for day trips.

4. Important Travel Tips for a Winter Trip to Kashmir
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Connectivity: Prepaid mobile SIM cards from outside Jammu & Kashmir do not work. Itâ??s
advisable to have a postpaid connection or purchase a local SIM card upon arrival. Internet
connectivity can be spotty.
Pre-Book Everything: Winter is a popular time for tourists. To avoid last-minute hassles, pre-
book your flights, hotels, and a reliable cab service.
Safety and Security: Kashmir is generally safe for tourists. However, itâ??s always wise to be
aware of your surroundings, avoid secluded areas at night, and respect local customs and
traditions. Do not take photos of military checkpoints.
Hydration and Health: Stay hydrated and avoid over-exertion, especially in high-altitude areas
like Gulmarg, to prevent altitude sickness.
Cash is King: While major hotels and restaurants accept cards, many local shops and smaller
establishments operate on a cash-only basis. Carry sufficient cash, as ATMs can sometimes be
out of service, especially in remote areas.

Planning a Delhi to Kashmir trip in winter is an unforgettable experience. With these tips, youâ??re
well on your way to a hassle-free and truly magical journey through one of the most beautiful places on
earth.
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