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How to Enjoy Offbeat Manali According to Indiaa??s Best Travel Place

Description

Nestled in the majestic Himalayas,Manali has long been a favorite destination for travelers seeking
snow, adventure, and mountain magic. But what-if youa??ve already seen the famous Hadimba
Temple, Solang Valley, and Mall Road? Or maybe youa??rejjust,the kind of traveler who prefers quiet
corners over crowded checkpoints?

Welcome to Offbeat Manali &?? where raw beauty meets soulful experiences. If youa??re looking to
explore Manali beyond the touristy crowd, herea??s how you can enjoy this Himalayan gem, according
to the insights from Indiad??s best travel places.

Alternatively, you can book Manali Tour Packages from Delhi for a hassle-free and well-planned
getaway.

Why Go Offbeat in Manali?

Most people come to Manali for the snow and sightseeing, but only a few discover the heart of its
culture, untouched landscapes, and slow-travel vibe. Going offbeat not only allows you to skip the
crowds but also opens up a more authentic and personal experience of the region.

Whether youa??re a solo traveler, a couple seeking peace, or a nature lover, the offbeat Manali route is
your best bet for a unique escape.

1. Stay in Lesser-Known Villages Around Manali
Skip the busy hotels in Old Manali or Mall Road and head to these beautiful, lesser-known villages:

Sethan Village
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Located around 12 km from Manali, Sethan is a tiny Buddhist village offering stunning views of the
Dhauladhar range. 1ta??s perfect for digital detox and even better for snowshoeing in winter.

What to do:

e Stargazing with zero light pollution
e Explore igloo stays in winter
e Try bouldering and short treks in summer

Soil and Shanag

These tiny hamlets just a short hike or drive away from Manali offer a peaceful rural setting and
beautiful apple orchards. You can interact with locals, stay in homestays, and experience slow
mountain living.

2. Go Beyond Saolang: Explore Hampta Valley

While Solang Valley attracts paragliders and ATVS, thesHampta Valley is a lesser-explored paradise
for trekkers and photographers.

Why ita??s special:
e Base for the famous Hampta Pass Trek
e Offers surreal views of pine forests, alpine meadows, and waterfalls

e Ideal for camping and bonfire nights

Even if youa??re not trekking, a drive or short hike into Hampta Valley is an unforgettable experience.

3. Discover Secret Waterfalls and Nature Trails

One of the joys of offbeat travel is stumbling upon natural wonders without crowds or camera
flashes. Manali is surrounded by countless hidden waterfalls and trails waiting to be discovered.

Some hidden gems:

e Jogini Waterfall: While not entirely hidden, ita??s less crowded and reachable through a scenic
hike from Vashisht.

e Lamadugh Trek: A short hike that gives panoramic views of Manali without the need for permits
or crowds.

e Chadwick Falls: Lesser-known, lush waterfall nestled in deep forest, ideal for a peaceful
afternoon picnic.
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4. Experience the Local Culture and Himachali Food

Going offbeat isna??t just about the placea??ita??s also about the people. Take time to dive into local
traditions, crafts, and cuisine.

Must-try experiences:
¢ Join alocal family for lunch 4?? many homestays in the region offer this.

¢ Eat siddu (a steamed wheat dish) with ghee and lentils, or Dham, the festive Himachali thali.
¢ Visit the Naggar Castle and nearby art galleries to understand the regiona??s cultural roots.

5. Go Off-Season (Monsoon or Early Winter)

If you truly want a slice of solitude, visit Manali outside peak season.

Best offbeat seasons:
e Monsoon (July to September): Lush greenery, fewer tourists, great photography opportunities.
e Early Winter (Late October to mid-December): Snow starts to fall, but ita??s before the holiday

rush.

Yes, some roads may be slippery, but the peace and silence youa??ll get in return is totally worth it.

6. Adventure Off the Grid

Forget mainstream paragliding and river rafting. Manalia??s surroundings offer plenty of offbeat
adventures:

Try:

¢ Mountain biking through village trails and forest paths
e Backcountry skiing in Sethan or Hampta (in winter)
¢ Meditation retreats in secluded monasteries like Gadhan Thekchhokling Gompa

These experiences offer not just thrills, but also a connection to nature and self.

7. Work Remotely from the Mountains

Thanks to better connectivity and local support, Manali is becoming a popular spot for digital nomads.

Best places to work remotely:
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Boutique stays and hostels in Vashisht, Old Manali, and Naggar
Perfect for a serene yet luxurious Manali retreat Fyra Hotel
Coworking cafes like The Johnsona??s CafA© or Cafe 1947
Long-stay cottages in Prini or Shuru

You can spend your mornings working with mountain views and evenings hiking to a local waterfall.

8. Take the Road Less Traveled a?? Literally

Drive to these offbeat locations from Manali:

e Tirthan Valley (90 km): Untouched beauty, river stays, and Great Himalayan National Park.
¢ Jibhi and Shoja (100 km): Wooden houses, dense forests, and breathtaking views.
e Kasol via Bhuntar (75 km): Go mid-week to avoid the crowd and explore hidden trails.

Hiring a local cab or driving/yourself gives you flexibility to stop at roadside dhabas, apple farms, and
view points that youa??d otherwise miss.

9. Capture Manali Through a Different Lens
Manali has been over-Instagrammeda??but not the offbeat side.
Photographera??s checklist:

e Sunrise over the Beas River from a homestay balcony

e Misty woods around Hampta in monsoon

e Local portraits in Naggar or Jagatsukh
e Traditional Himachali homes in Gulaba or Sajla

10. Respect Local Culture and Ecology

Traveling offbeat also comes with responsibility. Many of these areas are fragile ecosystems and close-
knit communities.

Responsible travel tips:

Avoid plastic bottles and carry reusable items

Stay in locally-run homestays to support the economy

Dona??t litter during treks or hikes

Learn a few basic phrases in Hindi or Himachali dialects a?? locals appreciate it
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Conclusion: The Real Manali Is Off the Map

To truly experience the soul of Manali, you have to step off the map&a??into the forests, behind the
valleys, and inside the kitchens of its people. Offbeat Manali isna??t just a destination; ita??s a feeling.
ItA??s where nature, culture, and peace meet, untouched by commercialization.

So next time youa??re planning your trip, remember: Indiad??s best travel places arena??t always the
busiesta??theya??re often the quietest.

0?83 Quick Offbeat Manali Travel Tips:

Best time to visit: March to May, or October to early December

What to pack: Layers, hiking shoes, power bank, reusable water bottle

How to reach: Take a Volvo from Delhi, or drive overnight (approx. 12-14 hours)
Stay type: Homestays| eco-cottages, or boutique hostels in nearby villages
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