
A Complete Guide to Planning Your Perfect Kashmir Tour Package

Description

Kashmir, often referred to as â??Paradise on Earth,â?• is a breathtaking destination that captivates
every traveler with its serene landscapes, snow-capped mountains, pristine lakes, and lush valleys.
Planning your Perfect Kashmir Tour Package to this enchanting region requires careful consideration to
ensure a memorable and seamless experience. This complete guide will walk you through everything
you need to know to plan your perfect Kashmir tour package.

1. Best Time to Visit Kashmir

The ideal time to visit Kashmir largely depends on the kind of experience youâ??re seeking:

Spring (March to May): This is when the valley bursts into vibrant colors with blooming flowers,
especially the famous tulip gardens. The weather is pleasant, making it perfect for sightseeing
and enjoying nature.
Summer (June to August): Summers are mild and ideal for escaping the heat of the plains. This
is peak season for trekking, enjoying Shikara rides on Dal Lake, and visiting high-altitude spots
like Sonamarg and Gulmarg.
Autumn (September to November): Witness the valley transform into hues of gold, red, and
orange as the Chinar trees change color. The weather is crisp and clear, offering stunning
photographic opportunities.
Winter (December to February): For snow lovers and adventure enthusiasts, winter is magical.
The entire valley is covered in a blanket of pristine white snow, offering opportunities for skiing in
Gulmarg and enjoying cozy houseboats.

2. Choosing Your Kashmir Tour Package: What to Look For

Selecting the right tour package is crucial. Hereâ??s what you should consider:

Duration: Most Kashmir tour packages range from 4 nights/5 days to 7 nights/8 days. A shorter
trip might cover Srinagar and one other destination, while longer ones allow you to explore more
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extensively.
Inclusions & Exclusions:

Inclusions: Look for packages that include accommodation, daily breakfast and dinner,
airport transfers, local transportation for sightseeing, and Shikara rides.
Exclusions: Typically, airfare/train fare, lunch, entry fees to monuments/gardens, personal
expenses, and optional activities (like gondola rides, pony rides) are not included. Clarify
these beforehand.

Accommodation Type: Decide whether you prefer hotels, resorts, or the unique experience of
staying in a houseboat on Dal Lake or Nigeen Lake. Some packages offer a combination.
Customization Options: A good tour operator will offer flexibility to customize the itinerary based
on your interests, budget, and travel style.
Reviews and Reputation: Always check reviews and testimonials of the tour operator to ensure
reliability and quality of service.

3. Key Destinations to Include in Your Itinerary

A comprehensive Kashmir tour package should cover these iconic locations:

3.1. Srinagar: The Heart of Kashmir

Srinagar is the summer capital and the largest city of Jammu and Kashmir. Itâ??s famous for its serene
lakes, Mughal gardens, and traditional Kashmiri hospitality.

Dal Lake: The iconic Dal Lake is synonymous with Srinagar. Enjoy a relaxing Shikara ride
through its placid waters, passing by floating gardens, houseboats, and local life. Consider staying
in a traditional houseboat for a unique experience.
Mughal Gardens: Explore the exquisite Shalimar Bagh, Nishat Bagh, and Chashma Shahi,
built by Mughal emperors, showcasing Persian architecture and terraced landscapes.
Shankaracharya Temple: Perched atop a hill, this ancient temple offers panoramic views of
Srinagar city and Dal Lake.
Hazratbal Shrine: A significant Muslim shrine housing a relic believed to be a hair of the Prophet
Muhammad.
Pari Mahal: A beautiful seven-terraced garden providing stunning views of Dal Lake and
Srinagar.

3.2. Gulmarg: The Meadow of Flowers/Skiing Paradise

Gulmarg, meaning â??Meadow of Flowers,â?• transforms into a skiing paradise in winter. Itâ??s a
must-visit for its stunning landscapes and adventure activities.

Gondola Ride: The second-highest cable car in the world, the Gulmarg Gondola offers
breathtaking views of the Himalayas. It operates in two phases: Phase 1 to Kongdoori and Phase
2 to Apharwat Peak.
Skiing and Snowboarding: In winter, Gulmarg is a prime destination for these snow sports,
catering to both beginners and experienced enthusiasts.
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Golf Course: Gulmarg boasts the highest 18-hole golf course in the world, operational during
summer.
Alpather Lake: A beautiful high-altitude lake that remains frozen until mid-June.

3.3. Pahalgam: The Valley of Shepherds

Pahalgam, located on the banks of the Lidder River, is known for its lush meadows, pristine rivers, and
as the starting point for the Amarnath Yatra.

Betaab Valley: Named after a Bollywood movie shot here, this picturesque valley is surrounded
by snow-capped mountains and dense pine forests.
Chandanwari: The base camp for the Amarnath Yatra and a popular spot for picnicking and
sledding in winter.
Aru Valley: A tranquil village offering stunning views, ideal for short treks, pony rides, and
camping.
Baisaran (Mini Switzerland): A vast meadow often compared to Switzerland, accessible by pony
ride.
Lidder River: Enjoy river rafting (seasonal) or simply relax by its gurgling waters.

3.4. Sonamarg: The Meadow of Gold

Sonamarg, meaning â??Meadow of Gold,â?• is a beautiful valley nestled amidst majestic glaciers and
towering peaks, serving as a gateway to Ladakh.

Thajiwas Glacier: A short pony ride or trek takes you to this stunning glacier, offering
opportunities for sledding and snow activities.
Vishansar Lake: A high-altitude oligotrophic lake, famous for its beauty and trout fishing.
Zoji La Pass: A high mountain pass connecting Kashmir to Ladakh, offering spectacular views
(often closed in winter).
Gadsar Lake: Another beautiful alpine lake, part of the famous Kashmir Great Lakes Trek.

4. Crafting Your Itinerary: A Sample 6-Day Kashmir Tour
Package

Hereâ??s a sample itinerary to give you an idea of how to structure your trip:

Day 1: Arrival in Srinagar & Shikara Ride: Arrive at Srinagar Airport, transfer to your
houseboat/hotel. In the afternoon, enjoy a relaxing Shikara ride on Dal Lake, visiting Char Chinar
and the floating gardens.
Day 2: Srinagar Sightseeing: Explore the Mughal Gardens (Nishat Bagh, Shalimar Bagh,
Chashma Shahi), Pari Mahal, and Shankaracharya Temple.
Day 3: Day Trip to Gulmarg: Drive to Gulmarg. Enjoy the Gondola ride to Kongdoori and
Apharwat Peak. Indulge in snow activities (winter) or simply soak in the scenic beauty. Return to
Srinagar by evening.
Day 4: Srinagar to Pahalgam: Drive to Pahalgam. Check into your hotel. Visit Betaab Valley,
Chandanwari, and Aru Valley. Enjoy pony rides.
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Day 5: Day Trip to Sonamarg (Optional: Back to Srinagar): If time permits and youâ??re not
extending your stay in Pahalgam, you can plan a day trip to Sonamarg to see Thajiwas Glacier.
Or, return to Srinagar for your final night.
Day 6: Departure from Srinagar: Enjoy breakfast, then transfer to Srinagar Airport for your
onward journey.

5. Travel Tips for a Smooth Kashmir Tour

Connectivity: While major towns have good mobile network coverage, some remote areas might
have limited connectivity.
ATMs: Available in major towns like Srinagar, Gulmarg, and Pahalgam. Itâ??s advisable to carry
some cash, especially for smaller purchases.
Local Transport: Taxis are readily available for inter-city travel. For local sightseeing, autos and
shared taxis are also an option. Shikaras are for lake tours.
Food: Donâ??t miss trying traditional Kashmiri cuisine like Rogan Josh, Yakhni, Dum Aloo,
Gushtaba, and the unique Kashmiri Pulao. And of course, Kahwa (Kashmiri green tea).
Shopping: Kashmir is famous for Pashmina shawls, carpets, wooden handicrafts, papier-
mÃ¢chÃ© products, saffron, and dry fruits.
Permits: For certain restricted areas or trekking routes, permits might be required. Your tour
operator should inform you about these.
Respect Local Culture: Dress modestly, especially when visiting religious sites. Be respectful of
local customs and traditions.
Weather Preparedness: Pack layers of clothing as the weather can change quickly. Even in
summer, evenings can be cool. Carry sunscreen, sunglasses, and comfortable walking shoes.
Health: Consult your doctor regarding any necessary vaccinations or precautions, especially if
traveling to high altitudes. Carry basic medications.

Conclusion

Planning your perfect Kashmir tour package is an exciting endeavor. By considering the best time to
visit, choosing a comprehensive package, including key destinations, and keeping these travel tips in
mind, you are all set for an unforgettable journey to â??Paradise on Earth.â?• Embrace the serene
beauty, warm hospitality, and rich culture of Kashmir, and create memories that will last a lifetime.
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